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5 MELBOURNE WRITERS FESTIVAL 2008

BIG IDEAS @ RMIT CAPITOL THEATRE

Paul Keating

et
David Sedaris

Anna Funder

Maude Barlow

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23

Nothing but the man - Paul Keating

RMIT CAPITOL THEATRE | EVENT NO 2361

The Placido Domingo of Politics may have been off
the Canberra stage for a dozen years now, but you'll
find that Paul Keating can still belt out the big aria,
especially on a subject he is passionate about. With
a recent hit musical about his Prime ministership
and his Redfern address winning an ABC poll for the
most memorable Australian speech, the limelight
seems to find him without his even trying.

7:30PM - 8:30PM

Power, Propaganda and the Silence of
Writers - John Pilger

RMIT CAPITOL THEATRE | EVENT NO 2362
These days, a one-dimensional political 'culture’
ensures that few writers write, or speak out. They
are talented, yet safe. Beneath the smokescreen
of objectivity, media establishments too often
ventriloquise the official line, falling silent over
unpleasant truths. Renowned independent
journalist John Pilger speaks about complicity and
compliance and what the rest of us can do.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 24

The green light - Philippe Sands
RMIT CAPITOL THEATRE | EVENT NO 2461

Professor of International Law Philippe Sands tells
the story of a memo. Sent in December 2002 to US

Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, it requested
the approval of a number of coercive techniques of
interrogation. As Sands tells Anna Funder, with his
acceding signature, Rumsfeld pushed the United
States beyond the pale of international law and
directly towards the abuses of Abu Ghraib and
Guantanamo Bay.

8:00PM - 9:00PM

Engulfed by David Sedaris

RMIT CAPITOL THEATRE | EVENT NO 2462
Master of self-mockery, David Sedaris belongs to
that great family of American humorists who have
used a prickly irony to skewer the world. With
Mark Twain as his grandsire, he’s an unwholesome
nephew of S.J. Perlman and the smart-arse
Carolina cousin of Garrison Keillor. Michael
Williams will introduce Sedaris reading from his
recent collection When You are Engulfed in Flames.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 29

These United States

RMIT CAPITOL THEATRE | EVENT NO 2961

With Barack Obama set to meet John McCain in
November’s US election, Philip Gourevitch, Don
Watson and Dennis Altman take a look at the
American mindset. Will a new President change the
US? Can a new President change the US? Is there
any need to? Is there an American malaise and, if
there is, how deep does it run? Chair Peter Clarke.

8:00PM - 9:00PM

Blood and Rage - Michael Burleigh

RMIT CAPITOL THEATRE | EVENT NO 2962

‘One person’s terrorist is another’s freedom fighter.’
Such easy moral relativism gets Michael Burleigh’s
ire rising. In conversation with Ramon Spaaij,
Burleigh draws out the commmon characteristics

of terrorists and discovers surprisingly banal
motivations for their murderous actions. Blood

& Rage is his survey of more than a century of
terrorism and by calmly removing the detonators
from the word ‘terrorist’, he reveals these criminals
in their unimpressively human state.

- Michael Burleigh's visit is supported by the Innovative
Universities European Union Centre.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 30

Whisperings with Orlando Figes

RMIT CAPITOL THEATRE | EVENT NO 3061
Under Stalin, the official culture gorged itself

on great fat lies, yet would choke on the merest
crumb of truth. The Soviet Union became a land
of fear, of keeping your thoughts to yourself, of
whisperings. Cultural historian Orlando Figes
tells Robert Dessaix how he revealed a surprising
amount about the daily lives of a people who had
got into the habit of revealing nothing.

8:00PM - 9:00PM

Parched: the politics of water

RMIT CAPITOL THEATRE | EVENT NO 3062
Everyone talks about peak oil, but what about peak
water? Large tracts of the world are drying up and,
as with any scarce commodity, the corporations are
moving in. Water and environmental experts Maude
Barlow, Gwynne Dyer, Paul Sinclair and John

Quiggin discuss the policies, local and international,
that will lead to sustainable use of water and its
equitable distribution.

-Maude Barlow and Gwynne Dyer’s visits are

supported by the Canada Council for the Arts.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 31

From Friedan to feministas

RMIT CAPITOL THEATRE | EVENT NO 3161

What happened to the roar? Has feminism come a
long way or just gone in a big exasperating circle?
In this wide-ranging look at feminism today,

Emily Maguire, Monica Dux, Catharine Lumby
and Susan Maushart tick off the gains but see
some disturbing signs of complacency and denial
among many women. Chair: Clare Wright

8:00PM - 9:00PM

Out of the brown paper bag

RMIT CAPITOL THEATRE | EVENT NO 3162

For decades Queensland felt like a foreign country,
a place shaped by heat and extreme politics.
Australia’s new leaders - the Governor-General
designate, the Prime Minister and Treasurer

- were shaped by these turbulent years. Glyn
Davis, Julianne Schultz, Raymond Evans, John
Birmingham and Tara June Winch look at how
Queensland changed, and the consequences for
the nation. They provide a revealing insight into the
intellectual traditions of those now in the highest
offices in the land.

-Supported by Griffith REVIEW
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We also greatly appreciate the generosity of all of
our other donors, including several anonymous gifts.

THE FESTIVAL HAS ALSO BEEN GENEROUSLY
ASSISTED BY;
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Abaf (Melbourne)

Allen & Unwin

Alliance Francaise de Melbourne

Ambassade de France
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Besen Family
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National Gallery of Victoria: Australia
Neilsen BookData

New Zealand Book Council
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Mr Richard and Mrs. Jeanne Pratt
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U.S Consulate General Melbourne
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Victorian Writers’ Centre
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